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SOME GREAT PRINTERS AND THEIR 
WORK: JOHN FROBEN. 


By Avrrep Crcit Pirer, Brighton Public Library, Museums, 
and Art Galleries. 


Hammelburg, in Franconia, about the year 1460. The exact 
year of his birth is not definitely known, but 1460 is probably not 
far wrong, as we find him established at Basle as a printer in 1491. 
He was educated at Basle University, where he distinguished himself 
as a scholar, particularly in the Latin, Greek, and Hebrew languages. 
After finishing his studies at Basle, he turned his attention to the then 
new art of printing, and he showed such aptitude that Johann Amerbach, 
another well-known printer of Basle, who had set up a press in that 
city in 1481, induced him to devote his energies to the art, and 
appointed him to a position in his own printing establishment. Froben 
thus had the advantage of learning the art of printing under one of the 
best known printers of the period. In 1491, Froben set up a press of 
his own in Basle, having become a naturalized citizen of that city the 
previous year. He had been used in Amerbach’s establishment to 
print with gothic types, and it was, therefore, but natural that his first 
production should also be printed in that type. This was an octavo 
Latin Bible, with two columns to a page, printed in a very small gothic 
type. He afterwards introduced the type invented by Aldus, that 
known as ¢fa/ic, the first book to be printed with this type being the 
Adagia of Erasmus, issued in 1513, of which mention is made later. 
Froben was also instrumental in making the roman type more popular 
in Germany, as although roman type had been used by German printers 
for about 20 years, having been introduced by Mentelin at Strassburg, 
about the year 1470, it was not so much in favour as the gothic type. 
Froben soon firmly established himself as a printer and by sparing 
neither pains nor money in the execution of his books, he obtained in 
a very short time, a well-deserved reputation among the scholars on the 
continent. It might here be mentioned that Froben confined his 
attention solely to books in Latin and Greek; his works were for 
scholars, and he would have nothing to do with the printing of books 
in the vulgar tongue. 
Froben personally superintended every detail in the production of 
his books. It must be remembered that when Froben began printing, 
the art of printing from movable types was yet in its infancy ; it had 
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not been invented fifty years, and the consequence was that all the 
responsibility connected with the establishment rested upon himself. 
He had to train his staff in the various technical details of the work, no 
small matter when printers in those days were also typefounders and 
book-sellers. It is most remarkable, and speaks well for the patience 
and perseverance of the early printers, that with such great difficulties 
to overcome, they should produce such marvellous specimens of the 
typographical art. With Froben also rested the choice of the works to 
be printed, the collation and revision of the texts with the best 
manuscripts he could obtain, and the task of preparing the copy from 
which the works were printed. He was associated in this work by 
various well-known scholars, whom he engaged as his assistants, and 
his list of helpers included such well known names as Erasmus, Beatus 
Rhenanus, Gelenius CEcolampadius, and Musculus. 

A few other works besides the Bible were printed by Froben 
before the year 1500. Of these may be mentioned the Resolutorium 
of Joannes de Lapide, in octavo, 1492, and the Decretum Gratiani in 
quarto, issued in the following year, both of which were printed in 
gothic type. In 1494, in conjunction with J. Petri was issued in four 
volumes the edition of Wicholas de Lyra, and in 1495 a Concordance to 
the Bible, in folio. Of this Concordance Palmer says “ It was so exactly 
printed, that there was not one error in all the numerical figures, which in 
a work of that nature are at least one-third part of the matter, and is 
therefore very surprising ” 

In 1500 Froben married Gertrude, the daughter of a learned and 
prosperous bookseller, Wolfgang Lachner. Lachner was a great patron 
of learning and he advanced Froben money so that the work of the 
printing office might be extended. By the year 1504, he had seven 
presses at work. One of the most notable events in the life of Froben 
occurred in 1513. This was his personal acquaintance with the great 
scholar Erasmus. Heckethorn in his monograph, Zhe Printers of 
Basle, tells us how these two noted men came to know each other. 
It appears that in this year Froben had printed an edition of the 
Adagia of Erasmus, on the title-page of which he called Erasmus 
Germania ecus, while in the preface also he alludes to him. The 
fact that Froben so designed Erasmus without knowing much about 
him so pleased Erasmus, that he determined to make the acquaintance 
of the printer. Thus began what was to be a life-long friendship 
between the two men, which was of material advantage to Froben, as 
Erasmus was then recognised as the most learned man of his time. 
He became a permanent guest in the house of Froben, and from that 
time practically all of his works were printed by Froben, who thus had 
a sort of monopoly of them. It is worthy of note that the works of 
Erasmus appear to be the only books of a contemporary writer that 
were undertaken by Froben. 

It was at this period that the Basle printing house was at its 
busiest, the seven presses being constantly in use. The first book of 
Erasmus to be printed at the press of Froben was the well-known 
Adagia, mentioned above, which proved to be a popular venture. 
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Froben printed various editions of this work between the years 1513 
and 1537, which in all numbered some 10,000 copies ; while other 
priniers also issued editions of it, so that the number of copies printed 
was well over 30,000. ‘The next work from the pen of Erasmus was 
the Zncomium Morte (In praise of folly) issued in 1515. This work 
was an instantaneous success, and attained a very wide circulation. 
There were 1,800 copies printed of the first edition, of which 1720 were 
disposed of within one month, the whole edition being exhausted in 
six months. And this, notwithstanding the fact that Latin editions 
were also issued by Aldus in Italy, and by Badius Ascensius in France. 
Of the Col/oguia, another of the more important of the works of 
Erasmus, 24,000 copies were sold in ten years, including of course, 
editions of other printers besides Froben. It will thus be seen that 
Erasmus was a very useful addition to his household. This friendship 
was not without its evils, however, for it stirred up the envy and hatred 
of the other printers of his time. These unscrupulous men printed 
editions of the works that issued from his press, and sold them to the 
public at prices much below those charged by Froben himself ; and, 
moreover, the texts were nearly always inaccurate. Erasmus describes 
these evils to which all printers of that time were exposed, in one of 
his letters to Bilibaldus Parcheimerus. He says, speaking more 
particularly of Froben, ‘* Many there are who lie in wait for the man, 
and almost have conspired to his ruin. When any new work appears 
which is likely to be saleable, one or other of them surreptitiously 
procures a copy from his printing house, prints, and sells it almost for 
nothing ; whilst Froben is at immense expense, not only in remunerating 
correctors, but often in purchasing the original manuscripts.” However, 
even under these difficulties the influence of Erasmus stood him in 
good stead, as through his good offices he obtained from the Emperor 
Charles V.a privilege for the sole right of selling his books for a period 
of two or more years, according to the value of the work. In 1523 
Froben issued the Paraphras. in Evang secundum Joannem, of Erasmus, 
on the title-page of which is the notice “Cum gratia et privilegio 
Caesareo” [Charles V.] This firm friendship between Erasmus and 
Froben is most remarkable at a time when the relations of publishers 
and authors were not generally such as would lead to intimate terms of 
friendship. 

We will now go back a few years, to 1516, when the great edition 
of the works of Jerome, in nine folio volumes, was issued. This was 
one of the works which Froben printed in conjunction with Amerbach, 
who appears to have had an important connexion with this work ; for 
Erasmus writing to Pope Leo X., says, ‘‘ A great work is being carried 
on in this city, in the establishment of Froben, most trustworthy and 
most capable of publishers ; S. Jerome is again in life and his words are 
to be freshly given to the world. Froben himseli, Amerbach and his 
three sons are devoting their whole energies to the undertaking.” The 
publication of this gigantic undertaking created a great stir among the 
scholars of the time, and brought Froben well-deserved celebrity. In 
connexion with this undertaking Erasmus again exerted his influence 
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and obtained a privilege from the Pope for the sole right of printing 
and selling this edition for a period of five years. This same year, 1516, 
also saw the publication by Froben of the New ‘Testament in Greek, 
executed under the editorial supervision of Erasmus. ‘The publication 
of this work made many enemies for Erasmus, some of whom charged 
him with heresy; while our own University of Cambridge would not 
allow a copy to be brought within its precincts. This edition was folio 
in size, printed in two columns, with the notes at the end of the volume. 
It must have been a popular undertaking, for we find that it was 
reprinted four times, in 1519, 1522, 1527, and 1535, together with the 
Latin version. This Bible, it is worthy of note, was afterwards used by 
Luther when engaged upon his German translation. Taking the 
productions of Froben’s press as a whole, he seems to have issued only 
works that were acceptable to the Roman Catholic Church, within 
whose fold he remained throughout his life. His press was always 
used against the doctrines of the Reformers, as none of their works seem 
to have been printed at his establishment, while various “ orthodox” 
religious works were printed by him. 

Among the more important works which Froben issued may be 
mentioned the editions of St. Cyprian, 1520; Tertullian in the year 
following, which was reprinted in 1525; St Hilary, 1523, reprinted in 
1526; and the works of St. Ambrose in four volumes, 1527. All of 
these were beautiful folio editions. It was Froben’s ambition to publish 
a complete set of the works of the Fathers of the Church ; but he did 
not live long enough to complete his design. He was more particularly 
anxious to publish a fine and authoritative edition of St. Augustine’s 
Works, upon which indeed he started work, but he died before its 
completion. Froben was induced to undertake this edition, because 
that issued by Amerbach some years previously was no longer in demand 
by scholars, and also because there was no really standard edition of 
the works of this great Father of the Church. The Works of 
St. Augustine was one of the most important works upon which Froben 
was engaged, and it is recorded that he kept all his seven presses 
continually at work upon it, because it was his one desire to see the 
completion of it, but as we have said it was all in vain. Froben died 
in October of 1527, and there were only two parts of the work then 
ready. It was eventually finished by his son, Hieronymus, in 1529, 
and consisted of ten fine folio volumes. Hieronymus, by this 
publication, proved himself to be a worthy son of his father. The 
grief of Erasmus at the death of his friend Froben was very great, and 
he wrote a fine epitaph for the famous printer’s‘tombstone in the three 
languages in which Froben had printed, vz., Greek, Hebrew, and Latin, 
which reads thus : 


D. Ort. Max. 
Arida Joannis tegit hic lapis ossa Frobeni, 
Orbe viret toto nescia fama mori. 
Moribus hanc niveis meruit sidhiisque juvandis, 
Quz nunc meesta jacent orba parente suo. 
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Rettulit, ornavit veterum monumenta Sophorum, 
Arte, manu, curis, zre, favore, fide. 

Huic vitam in ccelis date memina sancta perennem, 
Per nos in terris fama perennis erit. 


Parenti Chariss. 
Meesta Liberorum Pietas 
Ad Defuncti Mem. 
Luctusque Sui Solatium 
Posuit 
Ann. MDXXVII. 
Mens. Octobr. 


Although Froben, with his almost ceaseless activity kept issuing 
such fine editions, yet he did not become very wealthy, as he himself 
tells us; and Erasmus has recorded “that Froben benefits the public 
more than himself, and that he will leave his heirs more fame than 
money.” The cause of this is to be found in the great expense he 
incurred to insure that his productions were worthy of the reputation he 
had already achieved, and also in the fact that the market for such 
works as emanated from his press was extremely limited ; the con- 
sequence being that the cost of production exceeded the amounts 
received from sales. Froben, like most of the early printers, associated 
himself with other printers in the production of some works, The 
most important printers who worked in this way with Froben, were 
Johann Amerbach, Johann Petri, and Franz Birckmann. Froben is 
also generally believed to have been the first to discover the talent of 
Hans Holbein, who afterwards became world-famous as an artist. Many 
of the title-pages and illustrations in Froben’s productions were drawn 
and engraved by Holbein, especially those in the books issued between 
the years 1518 and 1522. It was in this way that Holbein attracted 
the notice of Erasmus, through whom he obtained employment from 
other printers, thus making a start in life which eventually enabled him 
to attain the great celebrity as a painter he afterwards enjoyed. 

Johann Froben stands in the front rank as one of the most famous 
printers in the history of printing, as well as being one of the greatest 
scholars of his time. During the time he was engaged in printing, he 
issued over 300 works, the majority of which were important publications. 
They were all beautiful editions, executed on a good, white paper, of 
great typographical excellence, and noted for the purity of their texts, 
He was the first of the German printers who brought the art of printing 
to anything like perfection. [l'roben has been called by no less a person 
than Erasmus “ the Aldus of Germany,” and he considers that this title 
is not too great praise for the eminent Basle printer. All of the 
scholars who were associated with Froben in his business bear eloquent 
testimony to his great abilities as a scholar and as a man of business, 
and also to his high ideals in the manner of working his press. These 
learned men were, in fact, proud to designate themselves as “ Auctores 
Frobeniani.” 
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The device used by Froben as his mark was an upright staff, around 
which are entwined two crowned serpents, while on the top of the staff 
rests a dove. Sometimes this mark has the following explanatory 
quotation as well, “ Be ye wise as serpents, and without guile as doves.” 

Froben was succeeded in his business by his son Hieronymus and 
his son-in-law Nicholas Episcopius, who carried on the printing 
establishment with the same excellent workmanship. Hieronymus 
Froben was born in 1501, and began his work as a printer in 1528, 
although some eight years earlier he issued two works under his father’s 
supervision ; one, a work by Erasmus, and the other an edition of 
Aristotle’s Rheforica. In partnership with Hieronymus and his brother- 
in-law was also associated John Herwagen, who married Johann Froben’s 
widow. This partnershjp was, however, broken up in 1531 by 
Herwagen leaving the firm. 

Erasmus gave the same assistance to Hieronymus Froben as he 
had given previously to his father. In a letter written by Erasmus in 
1532, addressed to Hieronymus, he says—‘“ Now that I understand that 
his [Johann Froben’s] son has inherited his high purposes, so can I 
assure this son that the goodwill and co-operation which I extended to 
his father will not be intermitted for him,” which is eloquent proof of 
the capabilities of Hieronymus Froben to maintain the high reputation 
of his father’s press. He used the same mark as his father, but with 
various elaborate embellishments. Hieronymus Froben died in 1563, 
and the business was carried on by his sons, who, however, do not 
seem to have maintained the high reputation of their father and 
grandfather. 


THE ALPHABETIZATION OF CATALOGUES 


By ARTHUR J. Hawkes, National Library of Wales. 


N the February issue of the Zidrary World Mr. H. G. Steele 
introduces a subject which, as he says, has received remarkably 
little attention. From this fact one would suppose it to bea 

matter in which few could go wrong; yet a glance at a few minor 
catalogues soon reveals a striking diversity of practice and an abundance 
of error. Quite a number of unexpected little “ problems” beset the 
novice in his endeavour to insert cards and slips in their proper 
alphabetical position. Curiously enough, one of the commonest 
difficulties Mr. Steele has entirely overlooked. I propose not only to 
supplement him but to go over the ground again, as it is a subject well 
worth canvassing. 
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In the first place I would point out that the same form of 
arrangement is adopted by the British Museum, the London Library, 
and the Bodleian, and a number of other important institutions, all 
taking the British Museum as the standard. The British Museum and 
London Library catalogues are the most important examples, since 
they are practically the only two printed catalogues easily accessible to 
librarians which exhibit a real sense of sty/e. The rules followed by 
these libraries have been printed in the Bodleian Staff Manual for 1913, 
which renders them accessible to practically all library workers. 

In dealing with the particular difficulties raised by Mr. Steele— 
the relative precedence of single and double names and title-entries— 
let me first agree with him in characterising Mr. Brown’s rule (Zidrary 
Classification and Cataloguing, p. 135) as too stereotyped ; but does he 
not go to the other extreme when he suggests (rule 3) that in compound 
names not hyphened the second name should be ignored? The 
example Mr. Steele gives is “ Fonte Resbecq precedes Fontenay,” and 
I cannot myself agree that this is satisfactory, especially when, by Rule 
2, two-word place-names are treated as one. The obvious distinction is 
between names and title-entries. All names, whether personal or of 
places and subjects, should be treated as one word no matter how 
many words go to their making. Sufficient is it to know that there ¢s a 
definite limit to their extent—it is extremely rare for names of any kind 
or subject headings to exceed three words, consequently their length does 
not preclude easy perception. Furthermore, such names appear in card 
catalogues and in many printed catalogues in a line to themselves, or the 
difference in type in a printed list sets them off from what follows. This 
is not the case with title-entries, the usual practice in both card and 
printed catalogues being to commence at the first word and go straight 
on. Hence it becomes very confusing, especially when the first few 
words are all short ones as in the following: “At the sign of the Cross- 
Keys.” With titles there is no definite limit to their extent ; they may, 
it is true, run into two words only, on the other hand they may take 
two or three lines. It is therefore in my opinion better to fix an 
arbitrary limit—the first word. This is the practice adopted in the 
catalogues mentioned, where the first work is superimposed as a key. In 
periodicals there is nearly always a “‘catch-title” comprising two or 
three words, and these form suitable phrase-words for alphabetizing. I 
here give an example of how this works out in practice, using in the 
first and last instances imaginary titles. 


ARTFUL. 
The Artful dodger and his ways. 
ArtuHur, Xing of Britain. 
ARTHURIAN LEGEND. 
“ ARTHURIAN RESEARCH.” 
Arthurian Research : a journal of inter-communication. 
&c. 
This simplifies the matter, and has the advantage of being definite, and 
easily followed. 
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There is, however, another point which leads to much misunder- 
standing, that is the sorting of authors of similar surname and initials, 
when in one case the full Christian name is known and in the other it 
is unknown. The name with the blank initials, or blank frs¢ initial 
(no matter how many other Christian names are known) should always 
precede that in which the first Christian name is known, thus : 


Smith, J. 

Smith, J. Boothby 
Smith, J. W. 

Smith, J. Willerton 
Smith, James 
Smith, John Wesley. 


I have seen catalogues where Smith (J. Boothby) has been inserted 
after Smith (James), apparently because it is the first in which two 
forenames occur, and Smith (J. Willerton) after Smith (John Wesley), 
presumably because Willerton follows Wesley, quite ignoring the fact 
that in the first instance the blank J might represent Joseph and in the 
second it might be James. This difficulty renders it very desirable, 
especially in card catalogues where liability to disorder is increased by 
constant additions, that the full names of authors be used whether they 
are printed on the title-pages or not. Such can be found in year books 
like Who's Who, Medical Register, etc., or in such catalogues as that of the 
London Library. With such full particulars on the cards, written 
according to the form already suggested, they may be inserted by the 
newest junior without any great liability to error. 

One more point. Authors of the same surname and Christian 
name, are usually distinguished by means of an added description. 
The following from the B.M. Catalogue will illustrate : 

Lee (William) of Leeds. 
of the Haymarket Theatre. 
Publisher. 
Rector of Hove Abbey. 


These names are alphabetized by the first word of the description ignoring 
prepositions and articles. The point I wish to emphasize is that these 
descriptions should not be whimsical, they should be standard descriptions. 
The standard is the British Museum Catalogue. Descriptions should 
be the same in all catalogues so that a reader accustomed to recognise 
an author under one designation would be able to consult any other 
catalogue without difficulty. Libraries not possessing the B.M. 
Catalogue will find the London Library Catalogue usually sufficient. 
This catalogue should be in every catalogue room, and as I believe a 
new edition is in preparation. opportunity for its acquisition will not be 
wanting. It sometimes happens that a new author, not to be found in 
the printed editions of the catalogues mentioned, will need a 
distinguishing description. In such cases choose a characteristic that 
will easily identify the author or his book; avoid using such common 
academic distinctions as M.A., etc. For instance, in dealing with a 
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recent book Zen Years of Gamekeeping, by Owen Jones, I chose to 
designate the author as Jones (Owen), Gamekeefer, which I afterwards 
found had been adopted by the B.M. This matter may seem somewhat 
aside from my subject, but in reality it is very pertinent. | Unless such 
descriptions are on the cards before they leave the cataloguing room, 
the assistant whose duty it is to insert them will allocate them to 
any author his fancy may dictate. Of course, the systematic use of 
birth and death dates will generally obviate this, but standard 
descriptions are better from the point of view of the catalogue user. 

I append a set of rules following the lines laid down above, and 
somewhat more embracive than the suggestions of Mr. Steele. Rule 4 
is an entirely new suggestion, and is tentatively inserted to elicit 
comment. It is set up on analogy with the universal practice in 
regard to M’, Mc, and Mac. We all know by experience the 
aggravation that arises when the exact form of any particular name like 
Phillips is not known to the inquirer. 


RULES FOR THE ALPHABETIZING OF CATALOGUES. 


(1} The order of alphabetization to be that of the English alphabet, 
except where I and U are obviously the equivalent of the 
modern J and V, and vice versa. 

Example lacob = Jacob. 


(2) Diphthongs expressed as a single modified vowel to be read as if 
written in full, e.g. the German 4, 6, ii, as ae, oe, ue. 
Example Bohme = Boehme. 
N.B.—The dizresis (e.g. aéroplane) stands unaffected. 


(3) Contractions to be read as if written in full, vz. M’, Mc, S, St., 
Mr., Mrs., M, Mme., Mile., Dr., Rev., etc., as Mac, Mac, 
Sanctus, Saint, Mister, Mistress, Monsieur, Madame, 
Mademoiselle, Doctor, Reverend, etc. 


(4) Variations in the spelling of common British names confined to 
the indifferent use of the single or double 1 (and 
consequently indistinguishable to the ear) to be arranged as 
if spelled with two Il. 

Examples Philips = Phillips 
Nichols = Nicholls. 

(5) Numbers expressed in figures to be arranged as if spelled out in 

the language of the rest of the entry. 


(6) Personal names, place-names, and catch-titles of periodicals 
comprising more than one word, whether hyphened or other- 
wise, to be regarded as one word. Thus, for the purposes of 


arrangement. 
Fonte Resbecq = Fonteresbecq 
Gambier-Parry = Gambierparry 
Monte Carlo = Montecarlo 


“ Amateur Photographer” = Amateurphotographer. 
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(7) Subject-headings comprising more than one word to be 
regarded as one, unless the second or any succeeding word is 
merely a qualification of the first part. Thus, whilst “Iron 
and Steel” = Ironandsteel, “ Folk lore, British” is treated as 
Folk-lore suédivided British, like Smith (James). 

(8) ‘Title-entries to be arranged by the first word of the title on/y, 
all following words to be ignored. 


(9) Surnames without a forename /recede similar names with a 
forename ; surnames indicating a family pvecede similar 
surnames with forenames, or where a forename, otherwise 
unknown, is implied; names of business firms follow 
ordinary surnames. 

example of correct arrangement : 
Cassell, family of 
Cassell ( ) Captain. 
Cassell (John). 
Cassell and Company, fuddishers. 


(10) Persons normally entered under their forenames to be arranged 
by groups in the following manner :— 
(a) Saints (unless coming under @). 
(4) Ruling monarchs and princes 
sub-arranged alphabetically by country. 
(c) Princes (distinguished by a topographical appendage 
inf ]). 
(d) Persons distinguished by a topographical appendage. 
(¢) Persons designated by sobriquets. 
example of such an arrangement (the entry under ¢ being 
fictitious is illustrative only). 
(a) William Satnt see William of Norwich, S¢. 
William I of England. 
William I German Emperor. 
(2)- William I prince of Orange, Stadholder of the 
Netherlands. 
William I &ing of Prussia. 
(c) William [of Connaught] Prince. 
William of Madmesbury. 
William of Newbury. 
William of Norwich, Saint. 
(ce) William the Silent see William I, prince of Orange, 
&e. 
(11) Persons of the same surname and forename to be arranged 
alphabetically by the first word of the added description other 
than an article or a preposition. 
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CURRENT NEWS 


[Readers are invited to send us items of news for this column. Brief 
notes on innovations, interesting happenings, appointments and changes, 
and other local items of general interest are particularly welcome.| 


THE question of the salaries paid to the women assistants in the Bristol 
Public Libraries has been brought recently before the city Council. 
The case was quoted of four assistants, who have been in the service 
of the Libraries Committee for ten years, and are twenty-nine years of 
age, and are in receipt of the maximum wage of 16s. a week. It is 
understood that the Libraries Committee will deal with the salaries 
question shortly. 

THE foundation stone of the Bargoed and District Workmen’s new 
Library and Institute was laid on Monday, March roth, by Alderman 
Phillips, Rhymney Valley, agent for the Powell Duffryn Colliery Co. 
The building, which is being erected in a central position in the town, 
will have in its basement a gymnasium with accommodation for 750 
persons. On the ground floor there will be a billiard room with six 
tables, a reference room, and libraries. On the first floor there will be 
a games room, a large reception room, and offices. There will be a 
flat roof for the accommodation of parties in the summer. 


IMPROVEMENTS are now in progress at the Sheffield Central Library. 
The reading rooms and lending department have been transferred to 
the old Surrey Street Music Hall, leaving the neighbouring building, 
which for so long served the entire purposes of the library, free for use 
as a reference department only. The whole of the upper floor of that 
building has been adapted to the new purpose, and will supplement 
the inadequate accommodation hitherto provided downstairs. The 
system of open access has been adopted in this department, and much 
better provision has been made for students. The old room down- 
stairs—the present reference room—will be used mainly as a reading 
room for the high class periodicals and magazines, the scientific 
monthlies, and the literary periodicals ; and the multitudinous volumes 
relating to patent specifications will also be kept there. It is expected 
that the new arrangements will be completed, and the rooms opened, 
about the end of Easter week. 


A REVOLVING bookcase, containing a selection of the best available 
works of fiction, is to be placed in the Aberdeen Public Library, so that 
readers may examine the books before borrowing. Hitherto this 
arrangement has been confined to the other classes of literature, fiction 
being excluded, but it has been the practice, when the counter work 
admitted of it, to hand over several books of fiction to intending 
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borrowers that they might make a choice. This often impeded the 
the work somewhat. By the new arrangement the work will not be 
interfered with, and borrowers may at their leisure make their selection 
from 50 to 60 volumes in the new revolving case. 


Tue Possilpark Branch of the Glasgow Public Libraries will be 
opened to the public during the present month. The new Langside 
Library is to be planned for the open access system, which the 
Committee have decided to adopt experimentally. Langside, it may 
be noted, is the most populous ward of the city of Glasgow 


Tue Council of the National Library of Wales have accepted the con- 
tract of Messrs. Willcocks & Co., of Wolverhampton, for the completion 
of the manuscript buildings and the erection of the exhibition buildings, 
which includes the department of maps, prints, and drawings, and the 
library of duplicate books for circulation. The amount of the tender 
is £47,665. The total cost of the buildings under contract, including 
heating, lighting, fittings, and furnishing, will be £106,000, towards 
which sum the Treasury has promised £50,000 provided a like sum is 
raised by subscription. The librarian, Mr. John Ballinger, reported 
that £1,826 was required before March 15th to meet the Treasury 
condition for the year, and a further sum of £20,000 would be required 
during the next financial year. 

The library has just completed the purchase of a small but 
important collection of illuminated Liturgical manuscripts, being the 
collection of Sir Edmund Buckley, of Plas Dinas Mawddwy. It 
includes some very beautiful examples of illuminated work of the 14th 
and 15th centuries, together with two books of Hours printed on vellum 
at Paris, one in 1511, and the other a few years later. 


A LENDING library was opened at the Public Hall and Institute, 
Pontardawe (near Swansea), recently by Mr. D. Rhys Phillips, Welsh 
librarian, of Swansea. Mr. F. W. Gilbertson, J.P., who presided, 
explained that when the hall was opened the committee did not have 
sufficient money at their disposal to attach a lending library. Last 
year he was pleased to state they held a very successful eisteddfod, and 
as a result they had obtained ample money; and now that they had 
a library he hoped the public would make good use of it. 


In his annual report of the Dunfermline Public Libraries, the librarian 
(Mr. William Munro Mackenzie) refers to the proposed extension of 
the Central Library, the first institution of its kind founded by Mr. 
Carnegie. In view of the expenditure of close upon £11,000 on the 
scheme, the Town Council, under special Parliamentary powers, had 
increased the library rate to 2d., while Mr. Carnegie had signified his 
willingness to bear part of the cost to the extent of 45,000, and it was 
hoped that the Carnegie trustees would also lend their aid. 


UntiL recently there were no Welsh books at the Pontypridd Free 
Library, but the demand is increasing, and it has now been decided to 
buy a small collection. 


\ 
| 


THE Liprary Wor Lp. 269 


Tue Public Library question has again been brought before the 
Grantham Town Council ; a resolution in favour of the adoption of the 
Public Libraries Acts being forwarded by the Grantham Brotherhood. 
A majority of the Council are of opinion that a library is not necessary, 
but they are willing to take the usual steps to provide one, should a 
poll of the town show that such an institution is required. 


Ir is rumoured that the library of the late Earl of Crawford, who died 
in January last, is to be disposed of. This famous library is the finest 
private library in the kingdom, and it would be a calamity if it were to 
be dispersed. The library at Haigh Hall, which is now closed, was 
heretofore at the service of general students, and it is one of the 
calamities that this access to its bibliographical rarities terminates. 


Tue Liverpool Public Libraries Committee have approved the plans of 
a new reading room which it is proposed to erect at the corner of 
Beaumont Street and Lodge Lane, in a densely populated district of 
the city. 

THE site selected for the Portswood (Southampton) library byilding is 
meeting with some criticism, and the whole question as to the situation 
of the branch is likely to be re-opened. 


THE “endowment fund” of the Montrose Public Library is growing 
apace. Amongst the latest contributions is a cheque from Messrs. 
J. & D. Traill, Melbourne and West Bromwich, natives of the town, for 
the sum of £ 300. 


Dr. CARNEGIE has offered, in response to an appeal, £1,750 each to 
Llantrisant and Tonyrefail for the erection of Public Library buildings. 


THE Wallsend Town Council have decided to accept the offer of Dr. 
G. B. Hunter of a site for a Public Library and £1,000 in 5 per cent. 
shares in Dr. Hunter’s company. The Council propose to make up 
the yield from the shares to £100 per annum, and to allow the money 
to accumulate until such time as will be favourable for commencing the 
library. 

As we noted last month there is a proposal on foot to adopt the Public 
Libraries Acts for Milford Haven. The Hakin Reading and 
Recreation Institute have now petitioned the Council to exempt the 
Hakin district from payment of the library rate, and the Council have 
the matter under consideration. There is a feeling, however, that a 
small section of the Hakin residents should not be allowed to stand in 
the way of the majority. 


PERSONAL. 


Mr. H. E. Jounston, the popular chief librarian of Gateshead, is 
to be congratulatd on the attainment of his twenty-fifth year of office. 
Mr. Johnston previously held the position of senior assistant under the 
librarianship of Mr. G. H. ELtiot, who secured the appointment of 
chief librarian of the Belfast Public Libraries, a position he still 
occupies. 
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FOREIGN STUDENT-ASSISTANTS IN 
ENGLISH LIBRARIES. 


By Maurice H. B. Masu, Croydon Public Libraries. 


oo 0 


ITHIN the last few years certain of the English Library 
Committees have agreed to take foreign students, whether 
already trained library assistants, or preparing for the 

profession, to spend a few months in their libraries. For some time it 
was an unsettled question as to whether these students should pay fees 
for their tuition. In the early part of this new departure, some of the 
students were allowed to receive their training free of cost. Now it is 
generally agreed that a fee shall be paid by them if they intend 
working in our libraries for any considerable period, say over a month, 
but not when they come as visitors for a short time.* 

With regard to the fees received, it would be a good plan if the 
several Libraries’ Committees would expend the money upon such 
books as would be useful in training their own assistants. By this 
means a collection of technical books could be built up, which many 
libraries now sadly need. 

In the training of these voluntary assistants there are certain points 
to be considered. Firstly, their knowledge of our language, and 
secondly, the possession or lack of any previous library training. 

If the students’ knowledge of the English language is imperfect, 
an opportunity is afforded our own assistants to improve themselves in 
their own language, because by teaching a subject the teacher gains 
knowledge for himself. Again, here is an opportunity not be cast away 
of acquiring a smattering of other tongues, that will in after years prove 
very useful to most. If an arrangement can be made between the 
foreign student and the assistant to exchange tuition in their respective 
languages so much the better ; for it is well known that a few minutes 
work every day in this direction will prove very beneficial to both 
learners in the course of a month or so. At the same time, I may 
state from experience that although most English students are ready to 
teach all they are able to foreigners, foreigners are not always so eager 
to reciprocate in kind. Obviously these students, among other things, 
come to learn and improve their English, but can they be persuaded, 
as a whole, to help members of the library staff in their study of foreign 
languages? If this can be effected much good can be gained on both 
sides. Personal teaching has many advantages over learning derived 
merely from books. 

With regard to the training of these students no hard and fast rule 
can be made, because the conditions of any one library differ so much 


| 


THE Lisrary WORLD. 271 


from those in another. Some students are only with us for a very 
short time; some have had a previous library training in their own 
country ; others have not; the general routine of one library differs 
from that of another; the requirements of the students are not always 
the same—some only want reference library training, though nearly 
all require an all-round training—and such conditions as these and 
many others have to be taken into account. 

When the student first arrives at the library, he or she should be 
allowed to wander round the whole building for a day or two. This 
saves confusion in the minds of the students, for if the librarian or one 
of the qualified assistants is told off to show them round in the very 
early hours of their sojourn at the library, there is a great possibility of 
their being overwhelmed by being shown so many things, and being 
expected to understand everything spoken in a foreign language. 

If the students ramble through the departments, at the same time 
knowing that they may ask questions of any of the staff, they gather 
much information which afterwards may be enlarged upon by a qualified 
assistant who takes them in hand shortly afterwards. ‘Then after they 
have been shown all the departments and everything worthy of notice 
at that period, they should be attached either to one or other of the 
departments, z.¢., reference or lending. When convenient to the students 
they should work as far as possible according to the time-sheet of the 
senior assistants of that department. Some students prefer to work 
morning and evening, others morning and alternoon only. 

It is a good plan, atter the students have got a general theoretical 
knowledge of the administration of the library, and have read the “Staff 
Instructions and Orders,” to give them some regular work. For 
instance, it is necessary that they should do a certain amount of 
shelving, é.¢., every morning they should straighten-up a class of books 
(a different class each morning), as by this means they get familiar with 
the English authors and titles, as well as the system of classification 
used in the library. After this is done they might proceed to the public 
counter service. The issuing of books, not the receiving of books, as in 
many instances some difficulty is found in their asking the names of the 
borrowers and in receiving fines. The writing of post cards for overdue 
books might be attempted. ‘This will be a help in training their hand- 
writing. They should have a sample of library hand-writing given to 
them. In most cases the writing of foreign students is bad, owing, 
perhaps, to the confusion of language. ‘Then, if the student is quick 
and reliable, the cutting and stamping of new books may be tried ; the 
accessioning of new books ; the writing of “withdrawal” slips ; writing- 
in of catalogue slips ; and so on for perhaps a week or so. Then the 
system of cataloguing and classification used in the library should be 
explained to them, and they should be given as much practical work in 
connexion with these systems as possible ; the work being checked 
minutely, and all mistakes made clear to the student. 

In many instances the students have had note-books and have 
taken notes from the time of their arrival at the library. Others have 
left this task until the last week or two, and have gone over the ground 
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a second time. It is usual for these students to take away with them a 
complete collection of the several forms, slips, &c., which are used in 
the library. If this collection is large it is a good plan to write on the 
forms some small note explaining their use, as the student may have 
difficulty in remembering all that is necessary. When students are very 
serious about their work they make copies of some of the “Instructions,” 
and the special forms used in connexion with them can be attached 
thereto. 

Generally speaking, the admission of foreign student-assistants 
into English libraries should prove beneficial, notwithstanding the 
disadvantages which may be brought against it. It widens the outlook 
of library assistants, and fosters among them a feeling of international 
good fellowship. The Easter Schools, organized by the Library 
Assistants’ Association have further strengthened the bond thus estab- 
lished by giving assistant librarians the opportunity of meeting former 
student-assistants in their native lands, and it has been found that the 
latter are very ready to show the things connected with their institutions 
and countries. 


REVIEWS. 


ENGLISH LITERATURE. 


Two useful additions to Messrs. G. Bell & Sons’ series of English 
ciass-books have been published recently. Mr. William H. Hudson 
contributes An Outline History of English Literature (1913 ; Crown 8vo, 
pp- Vili. + 314 ; price 2s. 6d. net). Commencing with the Pre-Chaucerian 
period, the growth and development of English literature is traced 
through successive periods to the age of Tennyson. The object of the 
book is not merely to record the principal works and their authors, but 
to bring out the personality of the various authors, to show their 
relations one to another in their own and preceding and succeeding 
generations, and to trace the rise, growth, and decline of “schools” and 
“movements.” ‘lhis aim has been achieved so far as is possible within 
the limits of a comparatively small work. Each period of literature is 
tabulated at the end of the general description of that period. The book 
is written in a lucid manner, and can be recommended as a handy 
outline history of English literature for school teachers and general 
students. Mr. R. S. Bate, in Zhe Teaching of English Literature in 
Secondary Schools (1913 ; Crown 8vo, pp. viii+177 ; price 2s. 6d. net), 
deals with methods of teaching English literature, and outlines a course 
of instruction from the earliest period to the nineteenth century. The 
cultivation of the reading habit and its direction in the right channels 
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is of the highest importance in the educational system, and this little 
book should be helpful in facilitating the efforts of teachers in a task 
which is by no means easy. The work is suggestive in treatment, 
indicating the general direction which teaching in literature might take ; 
it makes no pretension to be a history of English literature, and might 
be studied in conjunction with the work mentioned above. 


EGYPTIAN STUDIES. 


To write a book on a portion of Egyptology that is at the same 
time interesting to the ordinary reader and valuable to the student is by 
no means an easy task, but that is what has been done in Zhe 
Miraculous birth of King Amon-Hotep III., and other Egyptian studies, 
by Colin Campbell (1912, 8vo., pp. xv.+204, 57 tus. ; Messrs. 
Oliver & Boyd; price 7s. 6d. net). Considering that the series of 
sculptured scenes in the Birth Room at Luxor Temple, telling the story 
of how Amon-Hotep III. came to be the son of the god Amon-Ra and 
the mortal Queen Mut-em-ua, has never been satisfactorily dealt with, 
the author here presents a long description and explanation. The story 
is concerned with the spiritual (or theological) as much as with the 
temporal history of Egypt about 1400 B.c., and is of much interest from 
the point of view of either type of historian. Whether or not the 
Egyptologist will agree with all of the author's theories, he cannot but 
be thankful for the fine series of photographs of the sculptures. These 
are infinitely more striking and useful than the reconstructed pictures 
that are often to be seen in books on Egypt. ‘The remainder of the 
book is occupied by the scenes of the Procession from Karnak to 
Luxor depicted in the great Colonnade of Luxor Temple, and an account 
of the hitherto undescribed tombs of two Theban officials. 


CHOPIN. 


A new edition of Liszt’s Life of Chopin, translated in full for the first 
time by John Broadhouse, has just been issued by Mr. William Reeves 
(1913, Crown 8vo 240 pp., portrait ; price 6s.). The life of the greatest 
composer for the pianoforte as told by one of the greatest pianists, 
cannot avoid being interesting and valuable to all lovers of music, and 
we welcome this volume accordingly. Pianists especially will be aided 
in the interpretation of Chopin’s works by some understanding of the 
emotional life of the composer. 


A sixth edition of Jean Kleczynski’s volume How to play Chopin: 
the works of Frederic Chopin, their proper interpretation, translated into 
English by Alfred Whittingham, has been produced by the same publisher 
(price 3s. 6d.). ‘The volume consists of three lectures, and combines 
biographical, technical and spiritual instruction. Several illustrations of 
hand positions are given and the phrasing and playing of many extracts 
from the master’s works. The frank sincerity of the reverence of the 
author for his fellow-countryman and his sympathy with him are written 
on every page and raises the reader to an inward perception of the 
ideals and aims of the composer more olten only to be rendered by 
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musical illustrations and not often through the medium of mere words. 
After reading the volume one feels it impossible to approach Chopin 
but in Kleczynski’s spirit, which is the essence of the composer’s own, 
and although perfect rendering is, unfortunately, not always attainable, 
yet a careful and sympathetic one, approaching the ideal, is compelled. 


IBSEN’S “PEER GYNT.” 


An interesting literary experiment has been tried in the new 
translation of Ibsen’s Peer Gynt by R. Ellis Roberts (1912, 8vo., 
xxxi+254p.; Mr. Martin Secker, price 5s. net). The translation by 
William and Charles Archer has established itself in the minds of the 
reading public, and the present translator frankly acknowledges his 
indebtedness to that version. He, however, states that his chief aim is 
**to give some idea of that luxuriant complexity of rhyme and metre 
which marks the original.” His translation is not so literal as the other 
one, and the consequent greater freedom of diction, as well as his 
preservation of rhyme, render the version an exceedingly attractive 
one. We have compared the versions, and candidly we cannot say 
which we prefer. Many parts we like better in Mr. Robert’s version 
than in the older one ; while the plain force of many parts of the older 
version has not been improved by him. Perhaps some day we shall 
have an eclectic Archer- Roberts edition ; in the meantime admirers of 
Ibsen’s great play cannot afford to be without this new and interesting 
version. 


HOLLAND. 


The many who have visited or intend to visit, and the many 
others who are interested in our Dutch neighbours, should welcome 
Rambles in Holland, by Edwin and Marion Sharpe Grew (1913, cr. 8vo., 
xii. + 339 p., #//ws., Messrs. Mills & Boon, price 6s.). It is written in a 
friendly, gossiping style, half personal travel-talk, and half guide-book. 
This is a difficult mixture, as the person who wants a travel book in the 
personal sense is apt to become annoyed by the trail of Baedeker, and 
the person who wants a guide book pure and simple objects to the 
numerous unimportant—though interesting—digressions. The authors, 
wisely recognising this, have so arranged their book that the gossip and 
observations of their rambles can easily be separated from the 
baedekerish dry bones. The numerous photographs that are included 
add greatly to the interest of the volume. _ If we have any criticism to 
offer, it is that Amsterdam is treated a little off-handedly, and that an 
index would have been a considerable help. 


SHAKESPEARE’S KINGS. 

Mr. Thomas Carter, author of Stories from Shakespeare, has lately 
given the juvenile reader a companion volume in Shakespeare’s Stories of 
the English Kings (Messrs. G. G. Harrap & Co. ; price 5s. net). All 
the plays of the kings, with the exception of Azmg Lear (given in the 
former volume), have been re-told in a masterly and attractive manner, 
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and Mr. Carter has succeeded, by a subtle blending of Shakespeare’s 
own text and dexterous word pictures of the gist of the plays and of 
their times, in holding the attention, and in accomplishing for the book 
the hope he expresses in his preface that it “ will prove to be for many 
a veritable Gateway to Shakespeare.” Sixteen fine coloured plates by 
Gertrude Demain Hammond, R.L., are disposed through the text. 


HENRY JAMES. 


A Henry James Year Book has been compiled by Evelyn Garnaut 
Smalley (Messrs. J. M. Dent & Sons, Ltd. ; price 3s. 6d. net). To each 
month and each day of the month has been allotted a quotation from 
Henry James’s works, and when reading these through, one can fully 
appreciate what is said in the compiler’s preface : ‘‘the task has been 
not so much what to select, as what to regretfully omit,” for indeed the 
appetite is keenly whetted for more. Adequate space is left in the 
volume for personal notes, and two cordial introductions have been 
added by Mr. James himself and Mr. W. D. Howells. The frontispiece 
is a portrait of Mr. James. 


CASSEROLE COOKERY. 


- A welcome addition to the housewife’s store of cookery books has 
been provided by Messrs. W. and R. Chambers’s recent publication by 
Marion Harris Neil, entitled ow to Cook in Casserole Dishes (252 pp. ; 
price 3s. 6d. net). Cooking in casseroles (or earthenware fireproof 
utensils) although well-known, is by no means so popularly employed as 
is merited by its economy (both of labour and materials), efficiency, 
hygienic qualities and palatableness. ‘The advantages of the method 
and the care of the necessary utensils are well explained in this volume 
by a brief preface and the recipes appended are excellent in their 
originality, simplicity and variation. The whole field of cookery is 
covered and although, of course, the recipes are intended for casseroles 
only, and lose much by their non-employment, we have no doubt that 
the versatile cook, having only ordinary utensils at her disposal, could 
easily adapt them to her needs. A number of photographs throughout 
the volume show how attractive casseroles are now made and how 
daintily and well dishes so made can be served. 

A “LITTLE WOMEN” PLAY. 

Miss L. M. Alcott’s famous book Zité/e [Vomen has been adapted 
by Elizabeth Lincoln Gould into Zhe Little Women Play, a two act, 
forty-five minute play for children (Messrs. Sampson Low, Marston & 
Co. ; price ts. net). Eight of the principal characters are introduced 
and the curtain rises on the famous scene of the meeting of the 
Pickwick Club, with Laurie duly ensconced within. Although lovers 
of Miss Alcott’s book may not quite appreciate the shearing of 
their favourite, yet the whole dialogue follows the original very closely 
in the various scenes picked out, and makes an eloquent little play, 
showing just what we believe Miss Alcott herself would have shown in 
so small a space. 


| 
: 
ae 
is 
Y 
i 


276 THE Lisprary WoRrRLD. 


THE PSYCHOLOGY OF EDUCATIONAL ADMINISTRATION 
AND CRITICISM. 


The sub-title describes Zhe Psychology of Educational Adminis- 
tration and Criticism, by F. H. Hayward. D.Lit., M.A., B.Sc. (Ralph, 
Holland & Co. ; 1912; pp. 592; price 7s. 6d. net), as a “ Sequel to the 
Holmes Circular,” but it is much more than a rejoinder to that 
notorious document, whatever opinion concerning which a teacher may 
hold, he owes it deep gratitude for rousing public interest in another 
aspect of his profession than the “ religious difficulty,” and for eliciting 
this most interesting and suggestive book. Before the issue of the 
circular in March, 1g11, Dr. Hayward had devoted much thought to 
the problem of reform of the present very unsatisfactory relations 
between the administrative and executive branches of his profession as 
a necessary step to a general improvement in educational methods, and 
had found the solution in “a new supply of motivation, most probably 
of the nature of a vista of promotion.” As one of the “ despised one- 
hundred-and-four persons of ex-elementary school type, Dr. Hayward 
accuses Mr. Holmes of founding his conclusions upon misapprehension 
of the effect upon conduct of the human instincts, of ignorance of the 
warping and deadening power of poverty, and of failure to realise the 
importance of the instinct of egoism, either as an incentive to effort, or 
as a factor in the fixation of opinion and determination of conduct and 
policy of individuals and classes. He analyses the effect of egoism upon 
character, formulating its types and deriving from it professional, class, 
party and official bias. He supports his reasoning by illustrations 
culled from the fruits of wide reading, and shows by numerous historical 
examples that this instinct has always ranged the members of the 
** enlightened professions,” the church, medicine and law, in almost 
unanimous opposition to progress. He admits that he too is obnoxious 
to its power of evil suggestion, and holds it impossible for any man or 
body of men to arrive at a sound conclusion based upon pure reason, 
or adopt a line of action based upon pure justice concerning a question 
vitally affecting their own prospects or happiness. If this is so, he 
asks, is it possible to utilise the instinct for the public weal, to curb its 
tendency towards the repression of genius and the monopolisation of 
position and influence ; and, finally, given a method by which the best 
man shall rise automatically to the highest and most responsible posts 
quis custodiet custodes? In his suggested solutions of these and related 
questions Dr. Hayward shows originality of thought and great 
constructive ability. It is impossible here to outline his scheme, which, 
based upon a statistical and impersonal mode of appraising a man’s 
value, has as its keystone an insistence upon the public responsibility 
of the official. Most original and interesting is the manner in which 
Time itself is made the arbiter of each man’s work and fortune. 

There is a strong and growing feeling among teachers that 
administrators are doing and imposing upon them much valueless and 
unnecessary work, which is actively mischievous as it prevents more 
useful action. Whitehall is accused of ineptitude, red-tapism, petti- 


»' 


7 


THE Lisrary WoRLD. 277 


fogging and circumlocutory methods, and a tendency to lapse into the 
worst type of bureaucracy. On the other hand, teachers are accused 
of being impatient of criticism, unwilling to learn, and “ groovy.” Both 
attitudes are partly due to class egoism, and are symptomatic of a 
cleavage in “ antecedents,” status, and aims. Dr. Hayward’s proposed 
cure for this evil is highly provocative of controversy. It would at once 
unify the two branches of the profession and encourage the rank and 
file by improving the present very poor outlook towards promotion. 
From a rota of qualified men appointments would be made, possibly 
by drawing lots, to temporary headmasterships and inspectorships, with 
reversion to the lower ranks without loss of prestige after a term of 
years. The author disclaims a love of controversy, but he deals 
trenchantly not only with Dr. Holmes’s book and circular, but also 
with the educational ideas of Mr. Keatinge, Prof. Darroch and G. B. 
Shaw, a trio of opponents who are not afraid to give and take hard 
knocks, and cannot afford to neglect the assaults of an opponent pos- 
sessing the experience, standing, and intellectual equipment of Dr. 
Hayward. Present methods of appointment, testimonials, salaries, the 
functions of the layman, statistical correlation, the necessity for and 
methods of examination are among the subjects which are so dealt with 
by Dr. Hayward as to give the book extraordinary interest, not to teachers 
only, but to all professional men and members of organized services. 


TURKISH IMPRESSIONS OF WESTERN CIVILIZATION. 


A Turkish Woman's European Impressions, by Zeyneb Hanoum 
(1913; Crown 8vo, pp. xx. +246; Messrs. Seeley, Service & Co., Ltd. ; 
price 6s. net), are unique and interesting. In a series of letters to an 
Epglish friend, Grace Ellison, who edits the work, is given a description 
of Western civilization as seen through the eyes of a Turkish woman of 
high rank and culture. Zeyneb Hanoum was one of the heroines of 
Pierre Loti's novel Les Désenchantées. A few years ago two sisters, 
Zeyneb and Melek, dissatisfied with the life of the harem, broke their 
bonds and sought the freedom of the West. They arrived safely in 
Paris and there made the acquaintance of M. Viaud (Pierre Loti) and 
Auguste Rodin, the well-known artist. Making Paris their temporary 
home they visited England, Switzerland, Italy and the Riviera. The 
author of the present work, evidently disappointed with Western life 
and freedom, afterwards returned to Turkey. Her criticisms of 
European manners and customs are very fair, frank, and often amusing. 
Speaking of England she says: “I have been to see your famous 
Houses of Parliament, both the Lords and the Commons. Like all the 
architecture in London, these buildings create such an atmosphere of 
kingly greatness in which I, the democrat of my own country, am 
revelling . . . I was invited to tea at the House of Commoms, and to be 
invited to tea there of all places seemed very strange to me. Is the 
drinking of tea of such vital importance that the English can never do 
without it? I wonder if the Turks, now ¢heir Parliament is opened, 
will drink coffee with ladies instead of attending to the laws of the 
nation!... I was conducted through a long, handsome corridor to a 
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lobby where all sorts of men and women were assembled, pushing one 
another, gesticulating and speaking in loud, disagreeable voices, like 
those outside of the Paris Bourse... . As I stood there, a stray member 
of Parliament came and looked at me . . . “ Are these suffragettes ?” he 
asked the policeman, staring at me and the other women. “No, sir,” 
answered the policeman, “ ladies.” Zeyneb Hanoum also has something 
to say regarding the interpretation by the various denominations of “the 
simple and beautiful teaching of Jesus of Nazareth,” and many will 
acknowledge the justice of her remarks. Incidentally this book throws 
light on the life of the Turkish woman, and altogether it is a most 
interesting study. 


MANNERS AND CUSTOMS OF PALESTINE. 


Mr. Philip J. Baldensperger in Zhe /mmovable East (1913; 
Demy 8vo, pp. xix.+ 309; Sir Isaac Pitman & Sons, Ltd. ; price 7s. 6d. 
net), has provided an interesting account of the people and customs of 
Palestine. The author is well qualified to describe the manners and 
customs of the Holy Land, having been born in Palestine, and spent 
the greater part of his life among the Arabs. The various phases of 
Eastern life are illustrated in a series of essays or stories. It is well 
known that the habits and customs of the Fellahin and Bedawin, as they 
exist at the present day have altered but little from those of the people of 
Biblical days, and that the fullest interpretation of the Bible can only be 
obtained through a knowledge of the inner life of the “Immovable 
East.” The present work aims to supply this knowledge ; it is not a 
travel-book in the ordinary sense ; its object is to induce the traveller to 
leave the beaten path and to step aside “to meet men living in tents as 
Abraham and Sarah lived, or to go to marriages where he would see a 
ceremonial dating from the days of Jacob.” The book is interesting as 
a study of Eastern life, and is helpful as throwing fuller light on Bible 
stories. 


>< 


LIBRARY PUBLICATIONS. 
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CATALOGUES. 
Pittsburgh: Carnegie Library. C/assified Catalogue. Third series, 
1907-1911. Part 2, Sociology, Philology. 1912. pp. 336-712+ 37. 
Price 60 cents. 

This portion of the supplementary Pittsburgh catalogue includes 
all the books added during the period specified that come under the 
headings of Sociology and Philology in the Dewey classification. It is 
compiled on the lines made familiar by the previous sections of this 
very valuable catalogue. It may be noted that the same type-setting 
that is used here is also used for the Monthly Bulletin and for the 
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catalogue cards of the library. The arrangement and the annotation 
are as competent as ever, and this section should quickly find its way 
to a place beside its predecessors amongst the librarian’s most useful 
tools. 


Willesden Public Libraries. Supplement Catalogue of Books in the 
Lending Department of the Kensal Rise Public Library. 
Compiled by the librarian, Frank E. Chennell. 1913. pp. 112. 
Price 3d. 

The arrangement of this supplement is the same as that of the 
earlier catalogue, namely the dictionary form. The entries are fairly 
full, and a good many annotations are supplied. Large headings are 
classified to a certain extent, and ‘‘a rough attempt has been made to 
indicate the subject-matter” of important fiction. The catalogue is 
nicely printed, and the various faces of type make the arrangement 
perfectly clear. 


REPORTS. 


The thirteenth Annual Report of Chorley Public Library records a 
stock of 11,801 volumes, and an issue of 38,377 volumes, of which 
31,823 were from the lending library. Mr. Singleton reports that the 
reference library is considerably hampered by lack of room. A 
successful course of lectures and two exhibitions were part of the year’s 
work. 

From Reading we have received a pamphlet entitled Zhe Pudlic 
Libraries: a retrospect of thirty years, 1882-1912, by the chief librarian, 
Mr. Wm. H. Greenhough. This gives an interesting and highly satis- 
factory account of library development in Reading. It also contains 
some good photographs. 


The Watford Public Library Report for 1911-12 records a stock 
of 20,222 volumes and an issue of 67,163 volumes. “In the Lending 
Section the issues have more than doubled since the adoption of the 
method of issue known as ‘open access’ in the year 1908-09, and in 
the Reference Section the increase has been thirty per cent., as the 
following comparative statement will show :— 


Reference. Lending. 
1907-08 ose 6,227 ... 31,633 
IQII-12 ose 8,101 ... 67,631 


No doubt a large factor in promoting this increase in the issues of books 
has been the fact that in recent years the committee, owing to the 
gradual increase in the penny rate, have been able to make a steady 
increase in the number of books purchased ; but apart from this fact it 
would really appear as if admission to the bookshelves for purposes of 
selection by borrowers had drawn a much wider circle of readers to 
realise the value of the collection which the library contains, and to 
appreciate and use it more.” ‘The committee report that lack of 
accommodation is becoming greatly felt, but there is an offer of £4,750 
from Dr. Carnegie for a new building. 
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The twentieth Annual Report of Hove Public Library records a 
stock of 24,992 volumes and an issue of 124,678 volumes.. The year 
has been a highly satisfactory one, and all departments have 
contributed to the success. ‘The Henriques Library has been thrown 
open to circulating use with good results. 


The annual Resort of the Brighton Public Library, Museums, and 
Art Galleries (1912) gives a very full and interesting account of the 
year’s work. The number of volumes in stock was 76,745 (Lending, 
40,916 ; Reference, 35,829). 269,645 volumes were issued from the 
lending library; a daily average of 914, as against 851 the previous 
year. Number of borrowers’ tickets in force, 14,683. The issues from 
the reference library were 39,757 volumes; a daily average of 130. 
The Council has approved a recommendation that, when junior assistants 
have been members of the permanent staff for five years, their salaries 
may be increased from 16/- to #1 a week by annual increments of 2/- 
a week, upon a special report being presented by the Director to the 
Library Sub-Committee recommending such increase. For some time 
past it has been the rule to pay each junior assistant 1/- a week for each 
certificate of the Library Association possessed by such assistant. The 
Council has now agreed to extend this payment to senior assistants for 
all certificates over two held by them, it already being necessary that 
every senior assistant should possess two certificates before receiving 
such an appointment. 


The cost of the library bindery during the year was £165 for wages, 
and £31 2s. 4d for materials, a total of £196 2s 4d. The value of 
the work done, according to the prices in our last binding contract, 
was £204 10s. 6d, showing a saving of £8 8s. 2d. 634 books were 
re-bound ; 300 re-sewn and repaired ; 493 were re-backed, re-covered, 
and re-cased; and 3,483 were numbered and lettered; 39 new 
magazine cases were made, and 15 repaired ; the staff of the bindery 
also spent 3,057 hours in mending books and maps, mounting 
newspaper cuttings, etc. The outstanding feature of the year in 
connexion with the Fine Arts Department was the exhibition of 
modern Danish Art and the visit to this exhibition of Her Majesty 
Queen Alexandra, accompanied by the Iowager Empress of Russia. 


A small decrease in the number of books issued is recorded in the 
fifty-fourth annual Report of the Wadlsai/ Public Library and Art 
Gallery (1912). The number of volumes issued was 102,903, giving a 
daily average of 370. ‘The decrease in the issues is accounted for by 
the fact that the Lending Library was closed for three weeks during the 
re-laying of the floor. 1,500 books have been issued from the 
Reference Department. This does not include directories and other 
works of a similar character. The stock of the library is 24,607 
volumes. The Bloxwich Branch Library was opened 52 days; the 
number of borrowers was 6,332, to whom 6,358 volumes were issued, 
giving a daily average of 121 borrowers and 122 volumes. 
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BULLETINS, Etc. 


The British Library of Political Science (London School of 
Economics) has commenced to issue a quarterly Bud/etin of which the 
first number, dated January, is now to hand. ‘The objects of the 
Bulletin are to make known the /acune of the collection, to record 
donations, and to contain lists of additions and bibliographies on 
special subjects. The Bulletin is nicely printed, and promises well so 
far as the contents is concerned. ‘The select bibliography presented, is 
on the nationalization of the coal supply. 


The Bulletin of the Grand Rapids Public Library (Michigan) for 
January, contains the following interesting note :—“ During the past 
few years the Catalogue Department has prepared thousands of cards 
for persons who wished a private card catalogue of the works in the 
library on particular subjects. |The cost of this service is a cent per 
card, plus the postage if the cards are mailed. 

The great advantage of a catalogue of books on cards is that it 
can easily be kept up to date. A catalogue in book form is out of date 
before it is completed, if new books are being added constantly. By 
the card system when a new book is catalogued the card for it is 
readily put into its proper place; and this can be done indefinitely. 
Libraries are doing this all the time. 

This arrangement will enable you to have in your office or home a 
complete catalogue of the books now in the library on the subjects in 
which you are specially interested and to receive notice of new works 
as they are catalogued ; and all at a nominal cost.” 


The January issue of the Mewarker, published by the Public 
Library of Newark, New Jersey, is as bright as its predecessors. It 
contains a forecast of the educational system of Newark in 1924, a 
readable account of the work of the library in 1912, and a number of 
other notes and book-lists. 


The Aderdeen University Library Bulletin, vol. 1, No. 4, under 
the title of “ Arcades Ambo,” contains an article on John Fyfe, the first 
librarian, and his successor, Dr. Robert Walker. There is also a note 
on the library catalogue of 1873-4, by Stephen Ree. In addition to 
the extensive classified list of accessions, the Bulletin contains a list of 
“ printed catalogues of Scottish University Libraries,” and a continuation 
of the “ Catalogue of the Taylor Collection ” of Biblical literature. 


The West Ham Central Library Chronicle for January, contains a 
list of books recommended in connexion with Prof. W. H. Hudson’s 
lectures on the “‘ Development of literatures.” 


The February issue of the J%ttsburgh Monthiv Bulletin is 
accompanied by the title-page and index to vol. 17, 1912. It contains 
a descriptive note on the reference department. 


The Bulletin of the P4#idippine Library contains an author list of 
recent accessions, and a brief note on the library from which we 
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extract the following : “One of the first cares of the Philippine Assembly 
was the formation of a library for the use of its members. This library 
is included in the provisions of Act No. 1935 as part of the Philippine 
Library. Books along parliamentary and legislative lines are being 
collected, mostly in the English and Spanish languages. About two 
years ago the collection of the deceased scholar, Felipe Calderon, was 
purchased from his heirs, thus adding many good titles to the Assembly 
Library. ‘These, with other accessions, have brought the number of 
books up to about twelve thousand. 

The library, as its name indicates, is not for the use of the general 
public although those desiring to consult its books are courteously 
allowed that privilege. The library is in direct charge of the Library 
Committee of the Philippine Assembly.” 


The S¢. Louis Public Library Monthly Bulletin contains the usual 
classified list of additions, select lists on ‘‘ The appreciation of music,” 
and “The smoke nuisance.” In this number also appears the first of a 
series of lists of stories. containing American dialects, each annotated by 
a person familiar with the local peculiarities of speech. The present 
list is of New England dialect stories. It does not profess to bea 
complete list of books containing New England dialect. The annota- 
tions are primarily to characterise the degree of accuracy or the local 
peculiarities of the dialect used, but occasionally touch on other points 
of interest. Lists are to follow on the dialect literature of the Southern 
White, the Negro, the Middle West, the Cowboy, and others. 


We have also received the bulletins of Mottingham (Feb.), Wigan 
(Dec.), Mew York (Jan.), District of Co/uméia (Jan), and Cleveland 
(Dec.). All of these contain the list of recent additions. 


From Regina (Canada), we have received a copy of Zhe Regina 
Library. This monthly journal for the Public Library readers is 
published by Mr. G. S. Houston. of the Federal Business College, 
without cost to the ratepayers, and is distributed free, It must be of 
considerable benefit to all concerned. 


The Bulletin of the Grand Rapids Public Library for February 
contains a list of Nature Study Books recommended by the local 
Nature Study Society, in addition to the usual lists of books and 
current magazine articles. 


The Massachusetts Library Club Bulletin for January is 
occupied by club notes, an account of the Haverhill meeting, a report 
on “ Co-operation,” and a “Selected list on the drama.” 
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LIBRARY ASSOCIATIONS. 


oo 98 


THE LIBRARY ASSOCIATION. 


HE next Professional Examination will be held on May 19-24, at 
the Association’s rooms, 24, Bloomsbury Square, W.C., and at 
other centres in the Provinces and abroad. May roth, 

Classification ; zoth, Cataloguing; 21st, Library Organization , 22nd, 
Library Routine ; 23rd, Literary History; 24th, Bibliography. Last 
day of entry 25th April. A Correspondence Class in Literary History 
(general), conducted by W. E. Stebbing, B.A., will commence the first 
week in April, to be followed in October by a class on the Special 
Period, viz: 1750-1780. The classes are open to library assistants and 
the general public. Entries to be made by the 31st March. Copies 
of the Syllabus, together with all particulars, can be obtained on 
application to Ernest A. Baker, M.A., D.Lit., Hon. Secretary, 
Education Committee, 24, Blloomsbury Square, W.C. 


LIBRARY ASSOCIATION—NORTH-WESTERN BRANCH. 


‘HE Annual Meeting of the Branch was held on Thursday, 30th 
‘T January, at the John Rylands Library, Manchester, by kind 
permission of the Governors. 

In the unavoidable absence of Sir Alfred Hopkinson, Chairman of 
the Governors, Sir George MacAlpin welcomed about fifty members 
and friends, among whom were Sir William Bailey, Mr. Councillor 
Abbott, Alderman Compston, Rawtenstall, Dr. Scarr, Radcliffe, 
Dr. W. E. A. Axon, Mr. Henry Guppy, Mr. C. W. Sutton. Apologies 
were received from the President, Mr. Charles Madeley, who was 
unfortunately too ill to attend; the Mayors of Birkenhead and 
Blackburn, chairmen of their respective committees ; Mr. G. T. Shaw, 
and several other members. 

Sir William Bailey made a genial chairman, and during the course 
of the proceedings invited the Branch to hold a summer meeting at his 
place at Sale. 

The following members, nominated by the Council for the various 
offices, were declared elected :— 


President ; Mr. Charles Madely. 

Vice-Presidents: Dr. W. E. A. Axon; Mr. Henry Guppy, M.A.; 
Alderman F. J. Leslie ; Alderman Henry Plummer; Mr. G. ‘I’. Shaw. 

Council: Mr. H. T. Folkard, Miss A. J. Procter, Mr. J. W. 
Singleton, Mr. H. Wilkinson, Mr. T, C. Abbott, Miss K. Fearnside, 
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Mr. A. Sparke, Mr. H. Townend, Mr. Charles Leigh, Dr. Nuttall, 
Mr. A. G. E. Phillips, Mr. J. H. Swann. 


Hon. Secretary and Treasurer: Mr. J. Hutt, M.A. 
Hon. Secretary and Treasurer for Summer School: Mr. R. Ashton. 


Mr. C. W. Sutton retains his seat on the Council as Immediate 
Past President. 


Messrs. Goodyear and J. A. Green were elected as Hon. Auditors. 


Mr. T. C. Abbott addressed the meeting on the forthcoming 
Libraries Bill urging those present “as members of the most energetic 
and powerful organisation in the country” to obtain the assistance of 
local M.P.’s. He also spoke on the proposed Manchester photographic 
survey to be attempted by the Public Libraries Committee. 

Mr. Guthrie Vine then read a paper entitled ‘‘Some problems of the 
Subject Catalogue,” in which he outlined the various methods adopted 
in working out the subject-catalogue of the John Rylands Library. 
Mr. Guppy then gave an address on “Some lessons drawn from the 
Revival of Learning,” prefacing his remarks by informing the members 
that the list of subject-headings used in his library would be printed 
and circulated. Mr. Guppy’s address, which was most inspiriting, was 
in continuation of that given by him at the Widnes meeting of 1gtt ; 
it was again unfortunately cut short by the exigencies of time. 

After cordial votes of thanks to the speakers, the members were 
entertained to tea by the Governors of the John Rylands Library, at the 
conclusion of which a hearty vote of thanks was accorded to the hosts 
and to Mr. Guppy for their hospitality. 

The next meeting of the Branch will be held at Bolton, on the 
invitation of the Public Libraries Committee, on Friday, April 11th. 


LIVERPOOL AND DISTRICT ASSOCIATION OF 
ASSISTANT LIBRARIANS. 


MOST successful meeting of the above Association was held at 

the Great Crosby Public Library on Friday, 14th February, 

when upwards of fifty members and friends, representing the 
public and private libraries of Liverpool, Bootle, Waterloo, Birkenhead, 
Wallasey and Bebington, were present. 

W. L. Jackson, Esq., J.P. (Chairman, Great Crosby Urban 
District Council) received the visitors and entertained them to light 
refreshments, after the serving of which, the librarian, Miss L. M. 
Bartlett, introduced a most interesting and amusing competition in 
which all present endeavoured to identify the portraits of about fifty 
well-known writers, early and modern. The prize—a handsome copy 
of Ruskin’s A Joy for Ever—was secured by Miss A. M. Travis, B.A. 
(Liverpool Public Libraries). 
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Mr. Jackson, in opening the meeting, expressed his deep regret at 
the enforced absence of Mr. Councillor ‘T. Wilson (Chairman of the 
Library Committee) who should have presided over the gathering. On 
behalf of the Library Committee, however, he had great pleasure in 
extending a hearty welcome to the members of that Association ; and 
he hoped it would not be the last time they would assemble on those 
premises. The library in which they were assembled was in every 
respect a modern one. It was up-to-date in its design, in its equipment, 
and in its management ; and was an institution in which, he thought, 
the people of Great Crosby might justly feel proud. 

Miss L. M. Bartlett, librarian, then read a paper on “ The Ideals 
of John Ruskin.” It was not her intention, she said, to deal in any 
way with biographical details, but rather with the outstanding features 
of the great man’s teaching. ‘The best claim to honour in Ruskin’s 
case, as in the case of all great teachers, consisted, not so much in what 
he himself had done, as in what he had enabled others to think, and 
feel, and do. Ruskin came to teach a particular form of the Strenuous 
l.ife. His mission was not to revolutionize the world by new doctrine, 
but to show how four great laws of life—Truth, Sincerity, Love and 
Joy—were being violated in nearly every aspect of modern civilization. 
The many volumes which the great man wrote upon Painting, 
Architecture, and Literature, were occupied with the detailed proofs 
of how the greatest painters, builders, and writers gave expression 
to the highest ideals of their souls. In his book Zhe Two Paths, 
was the text he wrote for himself to follow—and which he hoped every 
man in commerce would follow also :—‘‘ There is no wealth but life— 
Life including all its powers of love, joy, and admiration. That country 
is richest which nourishes the greatest number of happy human beings. 
That man is richest who, having perfected the functions of his own life 
to the utmost, has also the widest helpful influence over the lives of 
others.” The highest tribute to Ruskin’s gospel is to be found in the 
thoughts he has inspired and the characters he has helped to mould. 
His one thought was to learn to teach Truth, and not to win Fame ; 
and his counsels are counsels of perfection in every department of life. 
The association of Beauty in its perception and expression with the 
best dispositions of the heart of man, constitutes the main feature of the 
new gospel. Along with the cultivation of Beauty, Ruskin preached a 
gospel of Work. He says :—‘“ You are not to brood over life and 
take xsthetic enjoyment therefrom, but put your hand to it; and 
whatever you find for your hand to do you must do it with all your 
might, following the highest instincts of your nature and with a reverend 
and devout belief in God.” Ruskin’s most fervent appeals were for 
Reverence, Truth, and Sincerity, to be practised by the world. 
Thousands of men and women to-day—with Ruskin’s ideals shining 
brightly before them, and with his spirit as their inspiration—are 
steeping their souls in the true beauty of life, which their master first 
taught them to see, and are guided not a little by the code of laws 
set down in his imperishable writings. 
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The lecture was supplemented by a Ruskin exhibition, prominent 
in which were a “ Ruskin Quotation Calendar,” a fine mezzotint portrait 
of the great man himself, and several coloured illustrations, together 
with two or three beautiful specimens of “ Ruskin pottery.” This 
pottery, said Miss Bartlett, was well worthy of special notice. It was 
named after Ruskin by special permission, and its claims were good 
potting, beauty of form, and rich or tender colouring. The shapes were 
all made on the potter’s wheel, and were such as grew out of the 
process under artistic guidance. No lead was used in the preparation 
of the glazes or colours, and the patterns were all hand-painted. 

A brief discussion ensued in which Miss K. Fearnside (Librarian 
Waterloo), Messrs. A. H. Edwards (West Derby), E. C. Wickens (Liver- 
pool Reference), and W. J. Randall (Liverpool Medical Institution), 
participated, and hearty votes of thanks to Mr. Jackson, to the Library 
Committee, and to Miss Bartlett, concluded the meeting. A.H.E. 


THE LIBRARY ASSISTANTS’ ASSOCIATION. 


MEETING of the Library Assistants’ Association was held at the 
Horniman Public Library and Museum, London Road, S.E., on 
Wednesday, February 12th. The first business of the evening 

was to fill the place vacated by Mr. H. R. Purnell on the Council of 
the Association, and Mr. John Warner, of Croydon, having secured the 
greatest number of votes was declared elected. 

Mr. J. D. Young (Greenwich) then read a paper on the theory of 
book selection. In his opinion, book selection being a fine art, the 
perfect selector is born not made ; but while ideals of stock proportions 
have to be sacrificed to various considerations a general principle 
should be to gather a representative collection of every class of 
literature, even if one class is more fully represented than another. A 
Public Library should cater for the general student, not for the 
professor ; although certain books should be in a library even if only 
required for the very few, simply because they were the authoritative 
books on a subject. 

Mr. G. R. Bolton (Stoke Newington) followed with his paper on 
the practice of book selection. He commented on the unsatisfactoriness 
of the published aids to book selection ; even the best were inaccurate. 
Experts, too, were disappointing ; the majority have their own 
special text-books, and the generality of the books recommended by 
them were above the ordinary reader. In his opinion, book selection 
should be done chiefly by the librarian, who should submit to the 
committee lists in classified form. Reviews were the chief basis for 
book selection. 

An animated debate followed which was contributed to by Miss R. 
Blackwell, Messrs. Chambers, Hayne, Male, Peach, Sandry and Warner. 
A cordial vote of thanks to the readers of the papers, proposed by Mr. 
W. C. Berwick Sayers (Hon. Secretary), seconded by Mr. A. C. Piper 
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(Brighton), being acknowledged by Messrs. Bolton and Young, the 
proceedings terminated. 

During the course of the evening a presentation was made on 
behalf of the members of the Association, to Mr. H. R. Purnell asa 
slight recognition of his services to the Association in the past. In 
making the presentation, which took the form of an Illuminated 
Testimonial and a number of books selected by the recipient, the 
President (Mr. H. T. Coutts) remarked on the cordial manner in which 
assistant librarians from all parts of Great Britain had responded to the 
Testimonial. Mr. Purnell had proved himself to be not only an 
efficient officer but an excellent colleague and many members would 
regard his departure as a personal loss. Mr. Purnell, in expressing his 
thanks, said his regrets at leaving the Association were many, but he 
hoped to keep in touch with his friends in England. 


PROFESSIONAL LITERATURE. 


“B.P.C.” 


From Mr Elliot Stock we have received the first part of 
Book Prices Current for 1913 (subscription 25s. 6d. per annum). 
These bi-monthly parts are of great use to all who have anything to do 
with book-selling or book-buying, and are a handy means of keeping up 
to date in the matter of prices. This part covers sales during October 
and November, 1912, and includes much that is of interest. 


A useful Selected Uist of Dutch books recommended for libraries 
(8vo, 92 pp.) has just been issued by Mr. Martinus Nyhoff, bookseller 
and publisher, The Hague. It is arranged alphabetically by authors 
under large main headings such as “ Reference books and bibliography,” 
“ Religion and philosophy,” &c., and prices are supplied. It is too 
lengthy a list to be used as a guide to selection by the ordinary library, 
but as a reference book it will be very valuable. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


the Editor of Tue Lisrary Wor-p. 


Dear Sir,—Within a short time the registration question will 
again occupy the attention of the Council of the Library Association. 
A large number of assistants who are working for the Diploma are 
opposed to the granting of Fellowships to assistants and librarians 
(other than chief librarians) who have not obtained the Diploma. To 
remedy this a protest has been organized, and the majority of the more 
important libraries have already received copies of the protest through 
their chief librarians. It will be impossible, however, to get into 
touch with every assistant holding 1..A. Certificates, and we shall be 
glad to forward a copy to any assistant, who so far, has not been given 
an opportunity to express his opinion. 


Yours faithfully, 
WiiuiaM (Zeeds). 


Central Library, NorMAN TRELIVING (Leeds). 
Leeds. F. W. C. Pepper (Boéfon). 
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BOOKS 


Over a 1,000,000 volumes in stock. 
SECOND HAND at HALF PRICES! — New at 25 per cent. discount. 
- State Wants. 


Catalogues Free. 


For STUDY AND RECREATION, 
Including 


SCIENTIFIC, TECHNICAL, 
and all other subjects. 


Library Replacements a Speciality. 


Special Terms to Libraries. 
Books sent on approval. 


BOOKS BOUGHT: Best Prices given. 


W. & G. FOYLE, 121-123, Charing Cross Road, LONDON, W.C. 


LIBRARIANS will find it to their advan- 
tage to send us EARLY 
copies of lists of books wanted, especially for 


REPLACEMENTS. 


10,000 vols. of FICTION and JUVENI 
and 20,000 vols. of GENERAL LITERAT 
suitable for Libraries. 


Our Speciality: 


‘Out of prints’ at reasonable prices. 


J. PRESTON & CO. 
77 Clapham Park Road, LONDON, S.W, 


Brixton 1542. 


LES. 
URE 


AMERICAN BOOKS 


Imported to Order. Shortest time— 
Lowest rat-s. Sole Agents for “U.S8. 
Catalogue,” 3rd Edn., Cumulative 
Book Index,’’ ‘ Readers’ Guide to 
Periodical Literature,"’ Book Review 
Digest,’ etc. TELEPHONE: 9525 City. 


The American Book Supply Co., Ltd., 
149, Strand, LONDON, W.C. 


Manual of Library Economy 
By James Duff Brown 8/6 net 


Library Classification and 
Cataloguing 


By James Duff Brown 7/6 net 


Manualof LibraryBookbinding 


By Henry T. Coutts and Geo. A. 
Stephen 7/6 net 


Manual of Practical Indexing 
By A. L. Clarke 5/- net 


Manual of Descriptive Anno- 
tation for Library Cata- 
logues. 


By Ernest A. Savage 5/- net 


Engineering & Metallurgical 
Books, 1907-1911. 
By R. A. Peddie 


76 net 


COMPLETE CA TALOGUE ON APPLICATION. 


GRAFTON & Co., 
69, Gt. Russell 


St., W.C. 


ill 


DAY'S LIBRARY 


Grosvenor Square, 
LONDON, W. 


Recent Surplus LIBRARY 
BOOKS and others, at 
Greatly REDUCED Prices 


A CLEARANCE LIST of Popular 
Works of Travel, Biography, History, 
Fiction, ete., is issued Monthly, and 
may be had post free on application 


LITERARY, EDUCATIONAL, 
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A Card Catalogue without sufficient 
guides is like a country cross-road 
without a guide post 


The former causes delay and inconvenience to the Itant as the latter does 
to the traveller. 

Looking for a card in a cabinet with few guides is as tedious as looking for a book in 
an open-access library without shelf guides. Time is wasted in unnecessary turning 
over of other cards. Where the catalogue is split up into small divisions by means of 
guide cards, the reader can turn up a required card in a very short time. 


To obtain the full benefit from a Card Catalogue, a set of Guides should be used 
large enough to allow one guide to every fifteen cards. If you have an alphabetic 
catalogue of about 15,000 cards, you require an alphabetic set of 800 sub-divisions 
and 200 blank guides for special headings. If you have a subject classification, you 
require 1,000 blank guides, part with 4rd cut tabs for main headings, and part with 
Ath cut tabs for sub-divisions. 


The inferiority of the ordinary guide 
for Library Catalogues' 


The vital part of the guide card is also the most vulnerable. The tab, on which the 
heading is written or printed projects above the cards and bears the brunt of the 
hard usage to which every card catalogue is subjected. The ordinary guide tends 
to bend and soon becomes shabby and illegible. 


The Guide for the Catalogue 


The Libraco Xylo Tab Guide hasa specially strengthened tab covered with Xylonite 
by an invented process. It will stand a very large amount of handling and will not 
show signs of wear even after several years of use. For written headings 
a specially prepared “ Matt” surface 

has been produced. It is easy to write on, and inscriptions can be erased 
subsequently, if necessary, without damage to the guide. 

For printed alphabetic headings transparent Xylonite is used, the printing being 
done on the card and the Xylonite applied afterwards. 


Samples will be sent on application 


Matt Surface Guides... 8/o per 

Alphabetic Sets ( 25 divisions) .. 2/0 per 

” » ( 40 a )... 3/6 per 

” » ( 80 » 7/0 per 

» (130 12/6 per 

Specially Printed Guides +. 15/0 per 
Many thousand of these Xylo 


Tab Guides are in use in large 
— Libraries and Institutions — 


Libraco Limited 
62 Cannon Street 
London 


When writing to Advertisers please mention “ The Library World.” — 
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A RECORD OF MODERN LIBRARIANSHIP. 


Subscribers who wish to complete their sets of 


THE LIBRARY WORLD 


(The Independent Library Magazine) 


should do so at once, as a number of the volumes are 
rapidly becoming out of print. The increased prices of 
several of the volumes should be noted. 


LIST OF VOLUMES. 


BOUND IN CLOTH. LETTERED IN GOLD. 


Bound. Unbound. 
Vol. I. 1898-1899 


Il. 1899-1900 Pp. op. 
Ill. 1900-1901 (nearly o.p.) 7/- 
IV. 1901-1902 
Vv 1902-1903 6/- 


VI. 1903-1904 6/- 
VIL. 1904-1905 
VII. 1905-1906 5/- 
IX. 1906-1907 5/- 


X. 1907-1908 §/- 
XI. 1908-1909 (nearly o.p.) 0.p. 
XII. 1909-1910 §/-- 
XII. 1910-1911 §/- 
XIV. 1911-1912 6/- 


Indexes bound in with all volumes. 


The New Volume commenced with July... 


Issued Monthly, 6d. net. 
Annual Subscription, 7/0 post free. 


Specimen Copy sent post free on Application. 


GRAFTON & Co., 69, Great Russell Street, W.C. 


Printed by Witisam Brown & Co., Ltd., 36-42%, St. Mary Axe, London, E.C., and Published by 
Grarton & Co., 69, Great Russell Street, London, W.C. 
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